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104 \ EACH MAN IN HIS TIME

with friends at another table, got up and went into his waiter act.
I called him over and he bowed to us with a napkin over one arm
and produced an order pad. “Cutit out,” I cautioned him, “or I'll
tell Sennett you're breaking your contract.”

He quirked up one side of his mustache in a typical leer. When
I introduced my guests, he viewed Earp with evident awe.
“You’re the bloke from Arizona, aren’t you? Tamed the baddies,
huh?” He looked at London and nodded. “I know you, too. You
almost made me go to Alaska and dig for gold.” He sat down and
related some of his experiences “when I was a snot-nosed brat in
Cheapside.” I had a fine time just listening to them and later
wished I had some way of recording their conversation. For the
record, Jack went back to his home in the Valley of the Moon and
died there without writing his Villa story. Earp followed him
some years later. I did not see Chaplin again for ten years.

When the Villa sequences were finished, Frank Woods told me
to take a week off. He seemed to take an almost paternal interest
in me and was worried because I had lost weight in Mexico. “Get
some honest-to-God American food under your belt. That beans
and chili diet will kill you.” By this time I liked beans and chili,
but I let it go.

I mooned around, at loose ends until Tommy O’Brien, my
assistant, hauled me down to Venice to see the Al G. Barnes
circus. O’Brien, a circus buff, knew all the performers and intro-
duced me after the show. [ met Olga Petrovich, a Russian animal-
tamer, whose act I had admired earlier for her apparent disregard
of danger. She had placed two pedestals about ten feet apart and
whipped a lion onto each of them; then she stood in the middle
and made one protesting lion leap over her head. “That’s the one
that killed her husband a year ago,” Tommy whispered. “Instead
of landing on the empty pedestal, the lion jumped him. He was
dead before the attendants could get the lion off.” I could not help
comparing this lively, attractive girl with the current crop of
studio beauties who almost fainted if they saw a mouse.

Viva Villa! /10§

Cupid’s hit man must have taken a contract on me that night.
For the rest of the week I went to the circus every night, and took
Olga to dinner at the Ship Café after the show. The Ship had
good food and an orchestra. Like most Russians, she was a fine
dancer. She was in such good form on the dance floor that people
applauded us.

Soon the blues went away. Olga had a small apartment on the
beach, where I stayed. Hollywood did not see me again until it
was time to report for work. If this remarkable girl fascinated me,
it was because I had never met anyone like her. After we had
taken a swim, for instance, she produced a couple of big towels
and we dried each other. “In Russia,” she said simply, “it is the
custom.” [ was happy to agree with her entirely. Once, while we
were taking a long walk on the beach, she stopped and put her
arms around me and said something in Russian. When I looked
blank, she laughed and said, “I simply told you that I love you.”

We took a trip to Catalina, and she gave me the same treatment.
When I queried her, she kissed me and informed me that this was

our honeymoon.

Me: But we're not even married.
oLga: What has marriage to do with love? We have each
other.

I invited her to the studio later to see how pictures were made.
It got to be routine. She was either in Hollywood with me or I
was at her apartment in Venice. This mutual happiness con-
tinued until I went back to New York.

It would be libeling a fine man to call D. W. Griffith a slave
driver. Yet he expected a full day’s work for what was then
considered a good day’s pay. While I was in Mexico making the
Villa picture, Griffith had started filming his first feature-length
epic, The Birth of a Nation. 1 suspected that he had me in mind for
the part of John Wilkes Booth, but Frank Woods made no men-
tion of it when 1 got back to the studio. In his office, Griffith




