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explain the purpose of “domain names4.
she said that they allow the site to shift
to different servers while retaining a
single, easy-to-remember name-the
Howells Society. She pointed out that

the site has recently changed servers,
and this payment for domain names will
allow researchers to find us easily.
Moreover, if someone else takes over
the web site in the future (personally, |
secretary, Elsa Nettels for treas-hope the very-distant future [SEM]), 5.

urer, and Sandy Marovitz for
editor of The Howellsian The
slate was approved, additional
nominations were invited, and
when none were forthcoming,
the nominees were elected by
acclamation.

these domain names would allow a
smooth transition.

Annualduesof the Society will remain
$10 for next year. Elsa has requested
that they be mailed to her at her home
address: 211 Indian Springs Rd., Wil-

liamsburg, VA 23185. She pointed out
2. At last year's business meet- that the dues will regularly help defray
ing, a between-year for electionspublication and distribution costs he
Elsa agreed to serve as interim Howellsianand additional mailings by 6.

treasurer until a new one was

the Society, such as publicity and mem-

officially elected; consequently, bership brochures, published notices
because she had been overseeinghd announcements, and occasional let-
the Society’s finances for severaters to the membership and others.
months beforehand, she openedRrize moneys (see #5 below) and other
bank account in the name of the Society expenses considered necessary

Society near her home in Wil-
liamsburg. In hetreasurer’s
report, she announced that
nearly $1,700 exists in that ac-
count ($1696.24) after a few nec-

by the executive committee will also be
covered by the dues; these will be duly
recorded and included in the Treasurer’'s
periodic reports.

essary expenses had been met, 3. Elsa praised the revitalizétbwell-

including payment for the do-
main names
<www.howellssociety.ors,
<www.howellssociety.net>and
<www.howellssociety.com>.
When Donna was asked to

sian and thanked all the contribu-
tors. Sandy announced that the next
issue (i.e., the current one) will fea-

Howells Society Meeting at ALA 2005, continued

Because the Socidbyochures
(which also include a membership
form) are out of date, Donna has
agreed to update them. The revi-
sion will then be sent to Susan for
printing and distribution. Susan

will send a list of out-of-date ad-
dresses to Donna so that the mem-
bership list on our database can be
brought up to date.

The Howellsiarwill probably con-
tinue to be printed and mailed at the
University of Delaware for the next
two years at least, although the So-
ciety may have to assume the re-
sponsibility for postage. Sandy sug-
gested that a tear-out membership
form be included in the next issue,
and Donna said it could easily be
done. (It has been done; see page
11 of this newsletter.)

Several topics for the Howells pan-
els at the2006 ALA conference
were suggested. They included the
following: Howells and Women,
Howells and Poetry, Howells and
Race, Literary Friendships, and
Howells and Late-Nineteenth-
Century Periodicals. The final deci-
sion on the topics will be made by
Claudia Stokes, program-chair
elect, and the call for papers will
(i.e., does) appear in the fall issue of
The Howellsianon the Call for Pa-
pers list on our web site, and in a
mailing to the membership.

ture an essay by Jerome Loving ande meeting was adjourned at 1:50
expressed hope (since fulfilled) thd®.M.

it would also include a review of
Susan and Carl’s new biography,
William Dean Howells: A Writer's
Life.

Donna Campbell
Secretary
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Abstracts from the W. D. Howells Sessions at ALA 2005

Abstracts |

The first panel, “Howells and Others,” with Susamo@man chairing, met on May 28 from 9:50-10:30
A.M. and included three papers. The first, “TwailVhittier Birthday Speech and Howells,” by Jerome
Loving (Texas A&M), is presented in its entiretyldoving the abstracts. The Society is gratefuhito

for permitting us to publish it here.

1. “Twain’s Whittier Birthday Speech and Howells”
Jerome Loving (Texas A&M)

Howells was not to blame for Twain's alleged galiibut his performance in the Whittier Birthday
Speech of 1877. At the time of the speech Twain stalled in writingHuckleberry Finrand frustrated that he
was honored in literature only as a humorist. B¥veugh he publically accepted the opinion (notrfed until
days after the speech) that he had acted in bte] tesprivately considered the speech one ofttheiést
things he had ever written. His secretary Isabdlywn recorded in her journal for 1906 that he veamghing
about the incident and privately hoping to seesgieech published in his lifetime. (See page SHerfull arti-
cle.)

2. “The Portuguese Among Other Ethnic Minorities in Sane of Howells’ Fiction”
Renalda Silva (Univ. de Aveiro)

Howells portrays ethnic minorities in seleovels, including heir Silver Wedding Journg$899),An
Imperative Duty(1893), andA Foregone Conclusio(l875), among others. In these novels he depittisah
Americans and ltalians, for example, but this pdpeuses on his representation of the Portuguese in
Woman’s Reasof1883) andApril Hopes(1888) to ascertain why in both titles he steree$yfne Portuguese as
cooks or associates them with food.

When writing my 1998 dissertatidtepresentations of the Portuguese in American afitee at New
York University, | was unaware of the presencehdd ethnic minority in Howells’ fiction. Most of éhcanoni-
cal and non-canonical authors analyzed in thisystodk a prejudicial look at the Portuguese; theyendrawn
to issues dealing with race, sexual license, vimdefilth, alcoholism, bootlegging, opium traffickj, and stu-
pidity. To my mind, Howells’ stereotype of the Raytiese opens up unexplored terrain.

In this essay, | trace the origin of thiigreotype in his fiction. Was it the result of tiaveling abroad
when, presumably, his ship — like most Americapsliuiound for Europe — called at the seaport of IR&gaal),
on the Azores Islands, as is the case in Mark Twdihe Innocents Abro&d Or is this a reflection of this au-
thor’s possible contacts with Portuguese immigranfsew England, who came from the Azores to workhie
Nantucket and New Bedford whaling industries? Qhis, instead, his own rendition of the impacPoitu-
guese immigration on America and his attempt teattiow Portuguese immigrants were received, heiv th
culture was transmitted to America, and how it wassformed there? This paper explores the fidooman-
swers to these questions.

The October-December 2005 (volume 21, numbersiSs@g ofTimeline a publication of the Ohio
Historical Society, has an article about HowelBean of American Letters: William Dean Howells,"
by Victoria Nelson. The piece includes photograph#/illiam Cooper and Mary Dean Howells, the
young Howells family (WDH, Elinor, and the childdemn architectural sketch of "Red Top," and
pictures of Howells and his contemporaries.
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W. D. Howells Sessions at ALA 2005: Abstracts, continued

3. “Is There a Place for Genius in Literary History? Howells and the Editing of an American Anthology”
Claudia Stokes (Trinity Univ., San Antonio)

In 1886, William Dean Howells began a very pulskarmish with his friend Edmund Clarence Stedman,
the renowned poet and stockbroker who spent therl@rt of the 1880’s and 1890’s editing volumisditerary
anthologies of various kinds. In a round-up reva@wecent contributions to literary history, Hovseiook issue
with Stedman’s most recent antholo&§pets of Americgpraising its core while grousing about its |dsat strin-
gent standards of inclusion. Howells criticized tiberality with which Stedman seemed to pronoumncery
other American poet a genius and his inclinatioddpict writing less as serious and arduous |diemm fis the
passive channeling of divine inspiration. Stedmesponded with the essay “Genius,” published séveoaths
later in theNew Princeton Revievand the published exchange between the two nwuped a brief media sen-
sation, with such periodicals @ke Critic theBoston Gazetteand thePenny Pospublishing articles that sum-
marized and commented on the arguments presentedtbynen. They both downplayed the significarfce o
their published exchange; Howells, for instanceniserly remarked years later that this quarrel hadrghim a
total of fifteen minutes worth of distraction. Slarly, Stedman’s published retort lavished praisd¢Howells,
commenting, “It must be nothing short of convictimamd a sense of duty that could move [Howells)isoredit
that [genius] of which many would select himselbasexemplar.”

My paper reexamines this curious episode, foeitegated a very public discussion about the reagings
and criteria for the newly popular genre of Amenidigerary history, which flourished in the decadieowing
the first American centenary of 1876. Howells’ trdyution to the establishment of American literaigtory
cannot be underestimated, not only because heawegtiand personally encouraged many important liehnisto-
ries of the turn of the century but also becausedael the 1886 review of Stedman’s anthology fowdéte a se-
ries of assumptions about literary history: i&iBrm of literary criticism, and a primary funatiof the literary
historian is to assign value and help steer theereaThis public dispute exerted considerablaugrice on the
methods and function of literary history, for itemunicated to literary historians the high stakiefaiting to
conform with Howells’ demands, and many importéetdry historians of the period—among them Thomas
Wentworth Higginson, Brander Matthews, Barrett Welhe-courted favorable reviews by complying with
Howells’ standards. Just as this review had @nlgs$nfluence on the up-and-coming field of litgrdnistory, it
also continued to rankle Stedman, who throughautitel defended his embattled belief in poetic geneven
organizing his momentous eleven-volume anthologyary of American Literatur¢1888-90) to lend credence
to his belief, going out of his way to excerpt amdrint texts that shared his views.

Abstracts Il

The second panel, “Representations of Masculinitgfowells’ Writings,” with Donald Vanouse (SUNY
Oswego) chairing, met from 2 - 3:20 P.M. on the saay and also included three papers.

1. “Who’s Your Daddy?: Paternity, Paternalism amdriBtism in William Dean HowellsAn Imperative Duty”
Lynn Jennings (Univ. of Wisconsin, Madison)

The last lines of William Dean Howells’ novel Imperative Dutynisspeak th@artus sequitur ventrurstatutes
that ruled that children must follow the socialtssof their mother. The passage reads:

He [Olney] represents to her [Rhoda] that it womdd be the ancestral color, which is much the same
other races, but the ancestral condition whichrtAeierican friends would despise if they knew otliat this is a
quality of the despite [sic] in which hard workhisld all the world over, and has always followeel ¢hildren of
the man who earns his bread with his hands, edfyeifine earns other people’s bread too.
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The slippage occurs when it suggests that thetgualhard work “has followed the condition thfe manemphasis
mine]” in referring to Rhoda’s “ancestral conditibrin fact, Rhoda inherited the “ancestral coratiti of her black
slave mother not her white father. Like her motfroda marries a white man who is a doctor and,@ssequence,
must leave her birthplace to find a home that agltept her and her marriage to a white man. Sineélégd “sin-born
and slave-born,” and it is this condition that Aenerican friends would “despise,” not the conditmirher paternal an-
cestry. Might this slip reveal an anxiety about the roleadfite male citizens in preserving the nation?

While the threat of the past on the present seerascur most urgently iAn Imperative Dutyvhen black
women are considered the romantic partners of wheiralized, male citizens, the closing linesgas that white pa-
ternity was important to Howells because he waseored with the maintenance of the nation-statee riile of hypo-
descent prescribed that the status of the motherrdmed the condition of the child, but it wascadssilent acknowl-
edgment of the sexual exploitation of black womgmite men as well as the possibility of crossabdesire. As
such, the law stigmatized black women as unfirémroducing citizens and, consequently, unsuitatdeiage partners
for white male citizens, while also calling intoetion the reliability of white men as guardianstaf nation. The slip-
page from Rhoda’s black mother’s lineage to theoaakable lineage of her father underscores Howadlsterns about
paternity, white male patriotic duty, and civic ittmacy. Might Howells’ narrative reveal an anxiety aboutduie-
class, naturalized male citizens losing the ciwitharity to shape the future of the nation durihg Progressive Era?

2. “The Literary Heroine and the Epistolary Hero in Howells’ Indian Summer”
Robert Klevay (Delaware)

William Dean Howells’ 1886 noveéhdian Summeburlesques the epistolary novel. The young heroine
Imogene Graham, creates a self-consciously litdedtgr more for herself than for its pseudonymiagspient,
“Diary.” Her much older fiancé, Theodore Colvillegcomes the “grand, unselfish” hero of her senttaleepistolary
work. A 1902 essay on Samuel Richardson reuiisells’ concerns about the sentimentality of epasty fiction,
but also expresses admiration for Richardson’s htyprarhe essay provokes a revaluation of Imogsméaracter:
although Howells parodies her self-deceiving seetitality, she is not completely naive in her litgreaste. She be-
lieves literature can encourage moral improvenstething the reflexively ironic Colville dismisselsnogene’s
moral character draws Howells’ sympathy even awihees at her attraction to melodrama, a stancetwioreshad-
ows his later opinion of Richardson’s novels.

3. “Howells and Heterosexuality” Axel Nissen (Univ. of Oslo)

As the preeminent chronicler of the mores of tibeefican middle class in the second half of the teiereth cen-
tury and one of the leading editors and criticthefday, William Dean Howells contributed substalhtinot only to the
reflection of current gender and sexual ideologies to their recirculation and empowerment in againg cultural
dialogue about masculinity, femininity, and theatelns within and between the sexes. While Howells been recog-
nized as a keen observer of romantic love, the emmogpate marriage, and strong male same-sex bongs) remains
to be said about the role his fiction played irtitgsthen current ideas about sex and gender ifidtienal laboratory.

This paper focuses on two Howells novels as reptatiens of, on the one hand, an increasingly lgeiesed male
same-sex affectionateness and, on the other, antatio and privileging of affective and erotic lolsnwithin the exclu-
sive, monogamous, male-female marital relationdHgavells’ little discussed early novBrivate Theatrical{1875-76;
reprinted after his death &s. Farrell) is a significant representation of male romafriendship and its, at times, trou-
bled coexistence with cross-sex love interestsenftiile Shadow of a Dreais a prescient reappraisal fifteen years later
of those same sexual and gender dynamics and &ropasiderably darker picture of them. This arialgéthe novels
examines how the narrative structure contributeghat the queer theorist Judith Roof has calledettoédeology,” but
also the extent to which it creates an openingdtiernative domesticities.” Ultimately, it asksadlowells may have
contributed to what Jonathan Ned Katz has callled ittvention of heterosexuality.” For an answenndlbs’ novels

must be considered in contrast to contemporaneciiztal and nonfictional texts that focus on mamthovomanhood,
the “cult of true love,” “friendship of the sexesihd various forms of “perversion.”
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TWAIN'S WHITTIER BIRTHDAY SPEECH AND
HOWELLS

Jerome Loving (Texas A&M)

"A banquet is probably the most fatiguing thingha torld except ditch diggiry

Mark Twain made this observation in his autobipisaaround 1905 when he s’
was frequently being asked to speak at banquésw York City. Yet the notion may
have taken root not long after December 17, 18¥ date of the now infamouglantic
Monthly seventieth birthday banquet for John Greenleaftihi It is remembered to- |
day only for Twain's speech about three drunkerobsimamed Ralph Waldo Emersors
Oliver Wendell Holmes, and Henry Wadsworth Longfell The entertainment, as it
were, took place before fifty-eight distinguishedlenwriters of the day as well as :
guests of both genders allowed entrance followlmg ltast Supper for Mark Twain W_"D_ Howells in hisd}
among the Brahmins. The diners included not dmily hioble trio of literary saints, butpicture courtesy of Mark Goodburn
such dignified if now mostly forgotten writers aha@les Dudley Warner and Thomas
Wentworth Higginson. Present as well, of coursas the ex-Westerner William Dean
Howells, now editor of thétlantic. The description the following day in thew York
Evening Postwritten by Hawthorne’s son-in-law, sounds likerething out of James
Russell Lowell’sA Fable for Criticswithout the friendly satire: “Here robust and
cheerful, with an expression of richly courteougnity, stands Longfellow, a white-
haired Hyperion. There, Emerson, himself beyonasty, but to all seeming wonder-
fully well and wearing that incurious but searchinguiry which in a company like
[this] gives him the air of one who does not suspéecown fame. . . . . " The faces, we
are told, included Holmes, and of course Whittiengelf, “quietly talking with a group
of friends at one side of the room” in the eastrdjrhall of the Brunswick Hotel in Bos-
tonl

The seven-course dinner began at 7:00 PM anddadlservings of Sauterne,
Sherry, Chablis, Claret, and Burgundy--objecteth&ofollowing day in a formal resolu-
tion by the local chapter of the Women’s Chrisfl@mperance Union. The speeches
began at 10:15, when the doors were opened teetaet public. According to Henry
Nash Smith, who has written the fullest accourthefevening and its aftermath,
“Henry O. Houghton [publisher of th&tlantic) made a short address of welcome and
introduced Whittier as guest of honor. Whittiecesed himself from speaking and
asked Longfellow to read a sonnet, ‘Response,’ asmag by Whittier for the occasion.
Houghton then introduced Howells as toastmaster Howells introduced Emerson,
who . . . recited Whittier's ‘Ichabod 2’ Howells himself made a short speech, Holmes
read a new poem of his own, and Charles Eliot Norésponded to a toast to Lowell,
who was absent as minister to Spain. Howells thad letters of those dignitaries un-
able to attend, after which he introduced Twairs athumorist who had entertained the
guests at an earliétlantic banquet, he was expected to offer comic relief ppogram
laden with high seriousness and sentiment. Sinitijentally, concludes his lengthy
analysis with the argument that the speech “expreasdeep-seated conflict” on
Twain’s part regarding the literary Brahmins of NEwgland.

| concur, but | also agree with Bernard De Votatitmere was never any possi-
bility that this Westerner from the South could é&een fully welcomed by the Boston
and Concord elite. To this group of the high anghty, De Voto writes, “now entered
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a man who as a boy had played with Negroes andchdeds and raftsmen, who as a printer had beenligtiter than a
tramp, who had spent years on the decks of steamfwdloating whore houses], who had gone soidgwith gueril-
las, . . . [and] had conversed with murderers [g@v&tla).” To those fifty-eight writers, Howells paps excluded out-
side of his unconscious fear of being an outsidtasélf, Mark Twain represented anarchy. In hisegpehe only made
it worse by deriding their culture. Indede Innocents Abroal 869), De Voto ventures, was possibly a burleszfue
Longfellow’s travel book8

James M. Cox notes that by 1877, as Twain’s réjputas a humorist continued to overshadow any \détim
as a writer as serious as those in New Englandidse’growing more and more hostile to the literatand morality
‘above’ him.”4 Only two months earlier, he had given the figstsion of “The Private History of the Campaigralh
Failed” in which he had dared to confess his lbssHnoble military service in the Civil War as anT @awyer adven-
ture. But then to Twain, especially as a humohsstility was part of the game in which there katde winners and
losers. He was born a loser destined to win ekigrgtbut the respect of his audience that evenirmgverence was part
of his protocol. “I never felt so fervently thankfso soothed, so tranquil, so filled with a beebpeace” he had written
in Chapter 27 ofThe Innocents'as | did . . . when | learned that Michelangefas dead.” Ralph Waldo Emerson, an-
other "Great Master" who had once observed that'lisethe only joker in nature,” would now becomerad with
Holmes and Longfellow the latest butt of his irrmrmce that evening.

In the part of his autobiography published in W@th American Revieim December1907 in which he re-
hearsed the shameful story of his speech, Twaingtche remembered being preceded at the podiuiligm Win-
ter, drama critic for thélew York Tribuneand nemesis of Walt Whitman fbis “inappropriate” writings irLeaves of
Grass Winter had been among the drinkers with Howelisng Whitman’s days at Pfaff's saloon in New Yark
1860, but he now remembered a rather disgracegitl\ywbose book would soon scandalize New Englanoelopming
the first to be “banned in Boston” in 1882. We d&mnow what Winter thought of Twain’s charactetiba of Emerson
as “a seedy little bit of a chap,” or for that neathis description of Holmes as “fat as a balloanti Longfellow as hav-
ing the physical build of “a prize-fighter.” Allwain recorded was that the pleasure of the evesmidgd when Winter
sat down and he followed with a memorized tale thated the faces of his audience “to a sort oflofeost.”

Twain’s speech was followed by a writer now congdleforgotten in the annals of American literatutgs first
romance, entitledetmold,was just beginning its serialization in tAdantic. Twain remembered that the faces of his
auditors, as he finished his performance, worédlpression faces would have worn if | had beenintathese re-
marks about the Deity and the rest of the Trinity.&t such remarks about “the rest of the Trinitgd already been lit-
erally made long ago in Emerson’s own “Divinity $ohAddress,” after which he had become personagnata at
Harvard for thirty years. Only in recent years Wwasnow hailed the new member of the (literary)hgat, whom
Twain now seemingly disgraced. Twain recalledlaimeed that the shock of his address was so sé¢atédis succes-
sor at the speaker’s platform lost his composutecanild not complete his address. Having “bursidsamely upon
the world with a most acceptable novel,” Twain wlite his autobiography, he crumbled. “He was fgdimose awful
deities . . . with a speech to utter. No doubtaswvell packed away in his memory, no doubt it fkash and usable,
until I had been heard frong”

This was William Henry Bishop (1847-1928), who veasncidentally born in Hartford, Connecticut. Hed
to see the publication of many other books, tohdtadian at Yale in the 1890s, and to occupy tiftecent consulships
in Italy. Indeed, he was made in the mold of ipigrsor Howells, who himself had also enjoyed a glshgp in Italy.
Bishop also wrote in the mode of his sponsor wierlandorsed him for admission to the American Acayg of Arts
and Letters. Like many so-called realistic nowelsnitation of the manner of Howells, however, [Bp’s Detmoldran
the risk of waxing sentimental. A cautionary tedleAmericans who are trying to find themselves gréha where they
worship its ancestral history and lush landscaipésatures Louis Detmold, an architect, schoole®uskin, who has
followed his love Alice Starfield abroad in the leopf persuading her to reconsider his proposalafiage. Alice her-
self is a typically proud Victorian heroine whohisadstrong in ignorance of the fact that she dgtimtes Detmold.
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Detmold, however, has a skeleton in his closemg.ago his father committed a vague financiahernot
unlike the one Silas Lapham, Howells’ most famorgtggonist, is tempted to commit to save his bussindBy now the
father has fully atoned for it, but the shame eadunVhen an Italian rival for Alice’s hand revethls ancient crime, it
turns out that Alice, the adopted child of a weaktmerican family, is actually the daughter of Detdis father’s part-
ner in crime. This melodrama also bristles with itheology of American individualism. “The self-deaman is our
cornerstone,” Detmold declares, and blames Amemgamen (not invited to the Whittier banquet, welwémember)
for perpetuating most of the American snobbishagsklove for the undemocratic ways of Europe. Hsweay have
been also attracted to Bishop’s defense of Ameiicanorists in the novel, who are, he states, “shingtmore” than
humorists--like Artemus Ward and his friend andgjukat evening, Mark Twain, who “have a much battaim to
statues than a great many who get them. . . 0 evgn further,” Detmold exclaims. “I wish to sebusst of the Jumping
Frog in Central Park7’

In fact, Bishop didn’'t crumble at all at the WigitiBirthday Dinner, but delivered his speech aamda. Fur-
thermore, the rest of the speeches went forwawdetls ThePostthe next day in its report of the dinner did ne¢re
mention Twain's speech, while tBeston Daily Globef the same date noted that his speech had "peddihe most
violent bursts of hilarity." The negative respocaene about a couple of days later following thelipaton of the
speech in the Boston and Chicago newspapers. @a8oston Transcrippronounced the speech "in bad taste,” similar
newspaper verdicts followed. And for Twain théaction was also probably fueled by Howells’ staetto him in a
letter on Christmas Day that "Every one with whohaVe talked about your speech regards it as ktyata. .” At
Howells’ suggestion, Twain responded by sendingtstof abject apology to Emerson, Holmes, and fadlayv, all of
whom with the possible exception of Emerson quidkmissed the speech as generally harmless amdeatertaining.
Gradually, Twain forgave himself by declaring hitis&od’s fool,” and a few weeks later told hisdrid Mary Fair-
banks that it was one of the funniest things heehamt written. Even later--almost twenty-nine yeaiter the event in
1906--his social secretary Isabel V. Lyon recoriteldler diary that even though Twain took the bldorehe Whittier
speech in his autobiography, he was privately gindords, "chuckling with delight over the speech ..'Oh [he ex-
claimed], it will do to go into print before | diahd the couch [shook] with him and his laughtd#& subsequently in-
sisted on reading the Whittier speech to Lyon, wordvord8

Some today insist thatwasfunny, and that no serious comparison or parodyr@tness was ever intended.
Emerson, for example, was tall and slender andijhhaesembled the "seedy little bit of a chap" vdatls himself Emer-
son in the sketch. From the point of view of thenor of the Old Southwest in which impersonatiod paeudonyms
were essential, the idea of three tramps impersuantie greatest writers of their day was hilariBuBut it wasn't in
Boston, where there would be no statue of the Jugnprog on the Common because, as Howells remanked mem-
oir of Twain, great reputations had been "triflethw/ Nor would there be such a statue in Concue#ukere Ellen Emer-
son in answering for her father wrote (to Mrs. Géars, incidentally) that the Emerson family was pijszanted since
"We have liked almost everything we have ever saam Mark Twain's signaturdl0 In other words, they had regarded
him merely as a humorist. Twain in spite of hisaleped or simulated contrition about the speechtrhave found
Ellen Emerson's letter galling. For the last yeanhen he put down the manuscriptiafckleberry Finnafter running
out of gas, as he often put it, he was having bdfi@ time as a writer and probably at that lovinpaould not have in-
sisted that Concord take him for any more thanradrist.

Twain may have been at the top of his game firedlyan 1877, living in the lap of luxury in his maion in
Hartford and entertaining widely, but he was hauititp success in his writing. Between 1876 amel ime he fully
resumed work on his magnum opus, he was--as &liérand others stress--essentially uncreativéjngrburlesques
such as "The Loves of Alonzo Fitz-Clarence" or "MvieWilliams and the Lightning" that are downrigydinful to read
todayll He would also writé Tramp Abroadwhich today cannot be considered more that amamg clever med-
ley. And he had conspired with Bret Harte in théing of the playAh Sin which struggled at the box office. He tried
to write another play, to be call&mon Wheeler, Amateur Detectibet it fizzled even when he tried to turn it irgo
novel. All these failures and more were rattlimguand in his subconscious when he was asked tiparte in a dinner
for the literary high and mighty.
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Twain’s Whittier Birthday Speech and Howells, conthued

Twain's anger at his second-rate treatment asntist was mounting, while his philosophical woviéw also
grew darker as evidenced in the middle chaptekuakleberry Finn Here we are shown one river scene after another
featuring the "damned human race"--from the feudsngngerfords to the mean-spirited chicanery ofibke and the
King. Even though Howells had long ago made hacpeavith New England, which had accepted him, he rea to
blame for Twain's apparently false sense of shareethe speech. For Twain knew in his heart timhbmor that eve-
ning was fated to offend. Indeed, the offense rgazembered eight years later when the Concord &uthlrary banned
Huckleberry Finnfor displaying the same bad taste. Like even Borgrwho after the “Divinity School Address” of
1838, was banned in Boston, or at least at Harviaxdjn, or his reputation today as a great writaruld have to wait a
long time for acceptance in that part of the couatrd indeed throughout America. It would havendure among
other things the attack of Van Wyck Brooks in 1928p argued that Mark Twain had sold Sam Clemessiug down
the riverl2 The first modern recognition of this literaryagt would have to wait until 1932 for a fellow wexster
named Bernard De Voto.

NOTES

1. Mark Twain in Eruptioned. Bernard DeVoto (New York: Harper & Brothéublishers, 1940), 320; and G[eorge] P[arsons] L
[athrop], “The Whittier Dinner,”"New York Evening PqdDecember 19, 1877.

2. Henry Nash Smith, “That Hideous Mistake of Poom@as’s,”"Harvard Library Bulletin 9 (Spring, 1955), 145-80 [150-51].
See also Smith®lark Twain: The Development of a Wrii€@ambridge: Harvard University Press, 1962), 92-107.

3. Bernard De Votdylark Twain’s AmericdCambridge: Harvard University Press, 1932), 194-95.

4. James M. Coxlark Twain: The Fate of HumdPrinceton: Princeton University Press, 1966), 190n.

5. Ralph Waldo Emerson, “ The Comic”lietters and Sociahims (Boston: Houghton Mifflin and Company, 1884%1-53.

6. Mark Twain’s Own Autobiography: The Chapters fromNMorth American Review, ed. Michael J. Kiskus (Madisomiver-
sity of Wisconsin Press, 1990), 234-36.

7. William H. BishopDetmold; A Romancgoston: Houghton, Osgood, and Company, 1879), 15%, The novel was first seri-
alized in theAtlantic Monthlyin 1877-78.

8. Mark Twain-Howells Lettersed. Henry Nash Smith (Cambridge: Harvard UniveRigss, 1960), |, 213, 21Blark Twain to
Mrs. Fairbanks ed. Dixon Wecter (San Marino, California: Huntingtobrary, 1949), 217; and "Mark Twain in 1906: An Editi
of Selected Extracts from Isabel V. Lyon's Journal,” ed. kedLentz inResources for American Literary Studyt (Spring, 1981),
32.

9. James H. JustuBetching the Old Southwest: Humorous Writing from lsbrgget to Twair{Columbia: University of Missouri
Press, 2004), 342-43.

10. William Dean HowellsMy Mark Twain: Reminiscences and Criticis(hew York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1910), 63;
and Henry Nash Smith, “That Hideous Mistake of Poomn@&as’s,”165-66.

11. Walter BlairMark Twain and Huck FiniBerkeley: University of California Press, 1960), 153-55

12. Van Wyck BrooksThe Ordeal of Markwain (New York: E. P. Dutton, 1920).
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Book Review

Susan Goodman and Carl Dawsilliam Dean Howells: A Writer’s LifeBerkeley: U of California P, 2005. xxvi +
519 pp. $34.95.

This engaging biography offers the narrative iegenf Howells’ best fiction. Its comic episodemind readers
of the sense of humor the author shared with leadrMark Twain. When Howells’ mother sent a pe&kdoom Jeffer-
son, Ohio, to the household in Cambridge, he waghéo advise her, “If you have any thought of ggvus Charles,
the horse, please consider our unprepared sta28).(IThen again, a family beset with medical peais experienced
more than its share of tragedy. The story of Winifs fatal illness remains a mystery because aeh Weir Mitchell
nor the hospital kept the case files. (Howellslddwardly have known that the doctor had set fréhe bed of one re-
calcitrant patient and threatened another with.japée biography also chronicles the frustratithrag bulked large in
the life of an editor and family man who neededrgynéor his writing. He responded too sensitivelyT'wain’s Whit-
tier Birthday speech because it “exposed his owpohbsisies about [thAtlantic] and its patrons” (192), whose egos had
to be massaged. His relationship with Elinor istaeed in a dream in which she returned, afterdeath, to arrange a
second marriage: “[tlhe only second marriage | danlagine for myself,” he explained to his daugiidred.
“Mamma arranged getting a motor . . . but forget ttunks, and we exchanged reproaches. All vexlyste and prob-
able” (429).

Howells emerges most vividly as a self-made mamenat ease with his success. Cautioned by theghesof
his father (whose efforts at farming, observe tlogtaphers, seemed to parody Tolstoy’s back-toesasiessage),
Howells achieved prosperity but worried over higaley. “I must give my daughter her chance in dleispicable world,
where I'm so much better for having had none,” metevin 1885. “I must get my boy through schoadl anllege—
where I'm so much wiser for not having been” (26Bjke the fictive Marches, the Howellses movedlessly into a
succession of houses and apartments. The leadastiry residence was the remote and expensidéoRgthe best,
the house at Kittery Point, where Howells couldestie the upwardly mobile hotel guests who figuraignovels.

In constructing their biography Goodman and Dawsawve drawn on an impressive array of sources, fattished and
unpublished, supplying excellent notes to guideotholars. And while they acknowledge the wdrtheir predeces-
sors (notably Edwin Cady and John Crowley), thamwof Howells as a pragmatic professional writiéoras them a
balanced perspective. Despite his bouts of dejpreddowells’ work served as an anodyne: the firstallment ofA
Hazard of New Fortunesas published the day after Winny died. (He wersainly more robust than Henry James, mo-
rose and uncomfortable while a guest at Kittes) for Howells’ “realism war,” it might better belted a skirmish
resulting from his temporary pique at the Britidh.the long run, as Goodman and Dawson explamabsthetics legiti-
mized many new directions in literature.

One of the most useful features of this biograighits suggestion of topics for further discussidrne author’s
three sisters warrant separate study: they hadmjt¢alents of their own, though Howells triedfooestall conflicts be-
tween their ambitions and his. Moreover, any aototithe writer’s life can only hint at the compiy of his writing.
AlthoughThe Rise of Silas Laphamemains popular because it affirms “the forcehef individual conscience” (257),
the final line ofA Modern Instancéspoken not by Marcia but by the lawyer Athertorgy be Howells’ own last word
as well: “I don’t know.”

Much more might also be said of a critic who shibihe present canon but who would broaden our ideaan-
onicity. Too often, note the biographers, seridelsates on art and politics have been relegatdgttacademy as the
role of the man of letters has faded. Yet creatioeles of teaching and scholarship—those thatrfostecal think-
ing—might extend the writer’s life and rescue hionfi the stodginess of official culture. On hishgigth birthday
Howells played truant from the honorary dinnerat National Arts Club; but a few days later, heagegl in lively ex-
changes with the teachers and students at an AfAcaerican school in Savannah, Georgia. We shbeldrateful to
Goodman and Dawson for contributing to the ongewgk of revitalization.

Sarah B. Daugherty
Wichita State University
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CALL FOR PAPERS: ALA 2006

Claudia Stokes has announced the topics seleatédefmext ALA conference, to be held in San Freewin
spring 2006. Here are the topics with Headline for submission, January 8, 2006:

1. Howells and Women

We invite paper proposals that examine Howellati@ships with women, broadly defined. Possible
paper topics may include Howells’ own personal Iifis fiction and criticism, literary friendshipsritings on
marriage and sexuality, or editorial work.

2. The Unexpected Howells

We invite paper proposals that examine instancétoafells' life and work that diverge from what weuwld
normally expect of him, literary or otherwise. Bide topics may include politics, ghost storied aocult-
ism, utopian fiction, poetry, literary criticismgistimentalism, and sexuality, among others.

Please send proposals by January 8, 2006, papgrgsals no longer than 500 words and copy of cviéuC
dia Stokes at <Claudia.stokes@trinity.edu> or byt Claudia Stokes, Trinity University, Dept aoighsh,
1 Trinity Place, San Antonio, TX 78212.

DUES NOTICE FOR 2006

Because the Society was passing through a comfage sf transition attributable to administratiVeanges in 2003
and 2004, collecting and recording the dues washmohighest priority; consequently, some confusiocurred in
our records. Because of this, the executive coramithose to preclude making a hopeless efforatk tlata and
search for checks that may or may not have beeivet,; by voting that all members in good standingur data
base in 2002 automatically held that status thr&@6. Therefore, all members who receive thisgdssfThe
Howellsianare considered in good standing through the ctyrear.

We wish to emphasize that at $10 annually our neesfitip dues remain among the lowest of all single-
figure societies in the American Literature Asstior and we shall attempt to keep them that why.do that,
however, requires that dues be paid in a timelymaanAs pointed out earlier, the dues will helpearmthe cost of
printing and distributing he Howellsiaras well as a variety of other documents such bEqity brochures and an-
nouncements; they will also fund the annual prizbe offered for the best paper on Howells preseatehe ALA
conference beginning next year; and the commitssealready been discussing methods of using accuesito
strengthen the Society and expand its membershgrdoyoting the reading and study of Howells’ woglgionally
as well as at the ALA meeting®lease help make your Society a stronger, larger,are effective one by send-
ing your check for $10 in U. S. funds promptly to ar treasurer, Dr. Elsa Nettels, at: 211 Indian Spmg Rd.,
Williamsburg, VA 23185.

Thank you for your continuing interest and suppdV. D. Howells scholarship and the William Dean
Howells Society.

Name

Mailing Address:

City: State:  Country: Postal Code:

E-mail Address:
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The William Dean Howells Society

President: Susan Goodman, University of
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Secretary: Donna Campbell, Washington State
University

Treasurer: Elsa Nettels, William and Mary
Editor of The Howellisan: Sanford Marovitz,
Kent State University

WWW.HOWELLSSOCIETY.ORG

Selected Queries from the Howells Society Site

If you have answers for these any of these queries, pleasé tubm to the Howells Society site at http://
www.howellssociety.org/queryform or e-mail them to camipl@ivsu.edu. Thank you.

Howells’ "mania for self-sacrifice” Howells’ "The Pony Engine and the
and Jane Addams Pacific Express" as a source for "The  Howells and Theodor Fontane?
Little Engine that Could"
Two years before founding Hull-House - . . Can anyone tell me whether Howells had
in Chicago, Jane Addams Question: | am researching the history 0fany connection with Theodor Fontane
wrote to Ellen Gates Starr about Williandhe children's story "The Little Engine o German realist? | am looking at Simi-
Dean Howells’ "tirade on the that Could” (seenttp://tigger.uic.edu/ 4 jties or comparisons in the way Fon-
mania for self sacrifice." ~plotnickilittieng.htm) tane and Howells treated Engagements
One of the predecessor; of this story Wai/larriage and Divorce but | have been '
| am interested to know what novel, Howell's "The Pony Engine and the Pa- 1106 find out whether either knew
short story, or essay Addams might ~ Cific Express.” Is there any scholarship ¢ g dealings with the other. Fon-
have had in mind in 1887. The informa-©n the writing by Howells of this tane died in 1898
tion will be included in an story? It would also be useful to me '

annotation in volume 2 of The Selected know what church he belonged to ca. . . . .
Papers of Jane Addams (eds. Mary ~ 1906 and if there any records of lectures Richard Ellington, richardelling-

Lynn McCree Byran, Barbara Bair, and he gave in Ohio, ca. 1909-1910. Anythind®n@yahoo.co.uk 3/27/05

Maree de Angury), to be published else relevant (letters, etc.), organizations
by the University of lllinois Press. he belonged to that had elementary educa-

tion as a focus, etc. would be very useful.
Ellen Skerrett Thanks.

Consultant to the Jane Addams Project
ellen_skerrett at wowway.coR124/05  Roy Plotnick plotnick@uic.edw/26/05




