
Figure 8.5.  Positive Feedback Acting through 
Long Wave Absorption – This diagram is fine.
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This diagram on the top of page 93 is drawn correctly and clearly.  I show it first to help the reader
spot an error in the more complicated diagram on the bottom of page 93



Figure 8.6.  Improvement and Correction
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To improve the clarity:  move the + on the arrow from “CH4 in atmosphere” to 
“absorbed radiation to above the arrowhead.  Then do the same to the – on the arrow
from “reflection of radiation from permafrost” to the “absorbed radiation.” 

Correction:  Change the – to a + 
for the arrow from “long wave 
absorption by water vapor” to 
“absorbed radiation.”Now the 

arrow is labeled the same as Fig 
8.5.   Both of the highlighted loops 

are still positive feedback loops.


